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You’veP assedtheBoardof
R eview N ow W hat?

How doyou eatanelephant?
O nebiteatatim e

• T herearealotofoptionstom akingtheCourtofHonor
Cerem ony apersonalexperienceforallinvolved.

• O ncetheEagleS couthaspassedhisEagleBoardofR eview
theplanningprocessshouldstart.

• T hetim e-fram eforplanninganEagleCourtofHonor
Cerem ony shouldtakeam inim um 6-8w eeks.



S cheduleaM eetingw ithyour
T roop

• O nceadate,tim eandlocationhavebeendeterm ined,
notify theadultleadersw ithintheT roop.M akesurethe
EagleP resentationKitisordered.

• T heS coutm aster/ A ssistantS coutm asterw illw orkw ith
you ontheactualCourtofHonorCerem ony.

• S om eT roopsw illassignacom m itteem em beras
w ell.



CourtofHonorA rrangem ents

• T heEaglecandidateand hisfam ily should designateanaw ardpresenterw hoshould then
becontactedand hisparticipationfirm ed up.

• Ifahallorotherfacility istobeusedforthecerem ony,thenecessary arrangem entsshould
bem adew iththeow nersorotherresponsiblegroupassoonaspossible.

• Inordertoobtainlettersofrecognitionandcongratulationsfrom governm entofficials,the
requestsm ustbem ailedam inim um offourw eekspriortothecerem ony.

• W henthew ho,w hat,w hen,thosew how illactually plantheCourtofHonorshould be
broughttogether.T hisgroupw illusually includerepresentativesfrom thetroop
com m ittee,thepatrolleaderscouncil,andthetroopladiesauxiliary (ifthetroophasone).

• O theradvancem entrecognitioncerem ony details,includingprops,publicaddresssystem ,
and them ovem entsoftheparticipants,decorations,refreshm ents,invitationstothe
guests,printingoftheprogram s.

• Don’tforgettodesignateaP hotographer/ Videographerfortheevent!



EagleS coutInvitations

• O rdertheEagleS coutP rogram
CoversfortheCourtofHonor
Cerem ony.T hecostofeach
packageisapproxim ately $10.00
each.(50)

• Invitationsshouldbem aileda
m inim um of4 w eeksbeforethe
cerem ony.

• O therthanselectedfriendsw ithin
theT roopprepareflyersnot
invitationsforT roopm em bersor
leaders.

http://w w w .scoutstuff.org/BS A S upply/Item Detail.aspx?ctlg=05N DC&ctgy=P R O DU CT S &c2=GIFT S &
C3=CA R DS &C4=&LV=3&item =02571

http://www.scoutstuff.org/BSASupply/ItemDetail.aspx?ctlg=05NDC&ctgy=PRODUCTS&c2=GIFTS&C3=CARDS&C4=&LV=3&item=02571
http://www.scoutstuff.org/BSASupply/ItemDetail.aspx?ctlg=05NDC&ctgy=PRODUCTS&c2=GIFTS&C3=CARDS&C4=&LV=3&item=02571


InvitationS am ple

• T he(Fam ily L astN am e)Fam ily andBoy S coutT roopX X X
Cordially InviteYou toAttendT heEagleCourtofHonor
Cerem ony toR ecognize(S cout’sN am e)W hoHasR isen
toT heR ankofEagleS cout

• DateofCerem ony

• T im eofCerem ony

• P laceofCerem ony (com pleteaddress)

• R S VP Inform ation(P honeand,ifdesired,em ailaddress)

• R eceptionFollow ingCerem ony



Creatingan
EagleS coutP ublicity P lan

T herearebasicstepstofollow inpublicizinganEagleS cout

BIO GR A P HY:

O btaindetailedbiographicalm aterialoftheEaglescout andcreatea4"x5"(orlarger)
blackandw hiteGlossy photo,(som enew spaperstaketheirow nphotos.)Include
S coutinghonorsandleadershippositions,education,church,civicandschoolactivities,
andincludethetroopnum berandtheS coutm aster'snam e.

CO N T ACT S :

P repaream ailinglistofthenew spapersinyourcouncil,district,andunitarea.T hinkofdaily,
w eekly,religious,schoolnew spapers,businessandchurchorganizationsinyourarea.

P R EP A R EP R ES S R EL EA S E:

P repareaonepagedouble-spacednew sreleasefrom thebiographicalm aterial.T hisshouldbe
typedonastandard81/2"x11"sheetofw hitepaper.



EagleS coutP ublicity T ips

1. Bebrief,useshortw ords,alw aysuseexactdates,give
ageoftheS cout,nam ethecharteredorganizationand
aboveallspellevery w ordcorrectly.

2. R em em berthesix pointstoem phasize:W ho...W hat...
W hen...W here...W hy...andHow .Getallthosepoints
intothefirsttw oorthreesentences.

3. A ddressandm ailallnew sreleasestotheeditorofyour
localnew spaperandnew slettersatleastaw eekin
advanceofthepresentation



L ettersofCom m endation

Itiscom m onpracticetow ritetoavariety ofgovernm entcelebrities,andotherstorequest
Com m endationlettersforanew Eagleofficials,S couts.

• U sually theA dvancem entChairm anoftheT roopCom m itteew illw riterequestinglettersofcom m endation
fortheEagleS cout.U sually lettersarew rittento:

• P residentoftheU nitedS tates
• ViceP residentoftheU nitedS tates
• Chairm an,JointChiefsofS taff
• Governor
• U nitedS tatesS enator(s)
• U nitedS tates– HouseofR epresentatives

• Ifyou w ouldlikeadditionallettersw rittentoofficialsotherthanthoselistedabove(e.g.M inister,R abbi,
Bishop,P ope),pleasesupplytheA dvancem entChairm anw iththenam esandaddress.

• Itusually takes6-8w eekstoreceivetheselettersbackfrom thevariouspoliticiansandofficials.

• http://w w w .eaglescout.org/finale/coh/invite.htm l#Com m unity/governm ent% 20invitation% 20list% 20ideas
• http://w w w .eaglescout.org/finale/coh/invite.htm l#Invitations
• http://w w w .eaglescout.org/finale/coh/invite.htm l#Eagle% 20Com m endation% 20L etters

http://www.eaglescout.org/finale/coh/invite.html
http://www.eaglescout.org/finale/coh/invite.html
http://www.eaglescout.org/finale/coh/invite.html


L ettersofCom m endation

CongressionalE-m ailaddresses:

• http://w w w .house.gov/w riterep/

• http://w w w .senate.gov/general/contact_inform ation/senat
ors_cfm .cfm

http://www.house.gov/writerep/
http://www.house.gov/writerep/
http://www.senate.gov/general/contact_information/senators_cfm.cfm
http://www.senate.gov/general/contact_information/senators_cfm.cfm


S am pleL etterofCom m endation

O ctober4,2006
ViceP residentR ichardB.Cheney
T heW hiteHouse
W ashington,D.C.20502-0039

M r.ViceP resident:

T hisletteristoaskforyourassistanceinrecognizingtheachievem entsandserviceof
(EagleS cout’snam easdesiredonletter)
(m ailingaddress--canbetheS cout’saddress,orc/osom eoneatanotheraddress)

A lloftherecognitionsandlettersw illbecom piled,placedinabinderorothersuitablekeepsake,and
afterthey areread,w illbedisplayedduringthisspecialoccasionfor(firstnam eofEagleS cout).

T hankyou very m uchfortakingtim etohelpthiscom m unity andthisunitrecognizethepersonal
achievem entandserviceofEagleS cout(lastnam e).

S incerely,
*yoursignature*
(Yourfullnam e)
(YourS coutingposition)
YourU nit'snum ber/nam e)



EagleS coutCerem ony S cripts

• T herearepredesignedCourtofHonorcerem ony T em plates
thatcanbeusedasastartingpointfordesigningyour
individualcerem ony.

• You cancom binepartsfrom severaltem platesintoacustom
oneforyourself.

• T hesetem platescom ecom pletew ithcerem ony scripts,
poem s,prayers,etc.already added.

• You canfindthesetem platesat
http://www.eaglescout.org/finale/coh/coh.html

http://www.eaglescout.org/finale/coh/coh.html
http://www.eaglescout.org/finale/coh/coh.html
http://www.eaglescout.org/finale/coh/coh.html
http://www.eaglescout.org/finale/coh/coh.html


FeaturesofA GoodEagle
Cerem ony

Hereareafew thingstokeepinm indw hileplanning
anEagleCourtofHonor

• T hecerem ony shouldhaveacrispdefinitiveopening.

• A properintroductionoftheEagleS coutcandidateshouldbem adeby som eone
orsom egrouptheS coutsintheT rooprespect.

• A com pleteandeasy tounderstandexplanationshouldbem aderegardingw hat
m ustbeaccom plishedtoattaintheEagleS coutrank.(Explicitm entionshouldbe
m adeofthecandidate'sEagleS erviceproject.)

• T heEaglecandidate'sparentsshouldbeescortedtothefrontoftheroom and
shouldstandorsitneartheirson.

• T heEaglecandidateshouldreaffirm hisbeliefintheidealsofS coutingby either
recitingtheS coutO athorparticipatingintheEaglecharge.



FeaturesofaGoodEagle
Cerem ony

• T hepresentershouldbesom eoneofspecialsignificancetotheEagle
candidate.

• T hepresentershouldbegivenafew m om entstospeakconcerningthe
individualS coutortheEagleA w ard.

• Boththem otherandfathershouldreceivesom erecognitionfrom the
EagleS couthim self.

• T heEagleS coutshouldreceivecongratulationsfrom allpeopleinvolved.

• S om eofthelettersofcongratulationsm ay bereadtothosepresent.

• T heEagleS coutshouldbegiventheopportunity tosay afew w ordsifhe
isinclinedtodoso.

• T hecerem ony m usthaveadefiniteclosing.



EagleCourtofHonorR em inders

Keepinm indthatthepurposeofanEagleCourtofHonorisfirsttohonortheS cout

• A dignifiedandm eaningfulCourtofHonorw illalsoshow thecom m unity the
resultoftheS coutingprogram .

• M akeitsim ple,butkeepitfun.

• T heM asterofCerem onies(M C)setsthetoneandthepaceofthecerem ony.

• U sepropsw ithcandles;S coutspiritcandle.

• Havetheprinciplespeakerssitclosetothefronttoreduceprogram lagtim ein
travelingtothepodium .

• Havethetroopm archinw ithpatrolflags,andsittogetherforcolors.

• HavetheEaglespeakfrom preparednotes.



CourtofHonorR eception

• P lanforthereceptiontobe1 – 2 hoursinlength.

• M akereservationsforareceptionareafarenough
inadvance.

• A rrangetohaveT roopadultsassistance inserving
refreshm ents.

• N om orethancakeanddrinksarenecessary.



CourtofHonorR eception

T hereceptionisagoodtim eandplaceto
presentany additionalfam ily recognitionand

alsotodisplay a'm em ory board'ofthe
honoree’sinvolvem entw ithS coutingasw ell
asthebookdetailinghisEagleP rojectw ork.



• CourtofHonorguestsshouldnotfeelobligatedto
com ew ithpresentinhand.

• Fam ily m em bersandclosefriendsm ay turntoyou for
adviceonw hattobring.

• S om egoodplacestostartlookingforgiftideasare
theBS A catalogandtheBS A onlineCatalogorS cout
S hop.

• O nceyourEagleS coutapplicationisprocessedyou
w illreceivevarioussolicitationsdirectly from BS A
N ationalforvariousEaglem em entos.

GiftGiving



Cerem ony P itfallsT oAvoid

R em em berthesm allitem sthatareoftenoverlooked

• Getasupply offreshcandles.T heEaglecerem ony isabigenough
eventtow arrantfreshcandles.

• M akesureyou havem atchesoraw orkinglighteravailable.

• ChecktheP A system im m ediately beforethestartofthecerem ony.

• Didyou designateaphotographer/ videographer?



Cerem ony P itFallstoAvoid

• Checkallpropsbeforethestartofthecerem ony.
• R em indtheparentsoftheEagleS coutthattheirsonw ill

bepinningaw ardsonthem also.T hey shoulddressina
w ay tofacilitatethis.

• O rdertheEagleP resentationKitassoonasw ordis
receivedfrom N ationalthattheapplicationhasbeen
approved.

• P riortothecerem ony,detachthebadgesandpinsfrom
thepresentationbox. T hiscanbealittletricky,andtrying
tofigureitoutforthefirsttim einthem iddleofthe
cerem ony interruptstheflow andpacingofthecerem ony.

• P L EA S Erehearsethecerem ony,stum blingoverw ords
detractsfrom thequality ofthecerem ony.



EagleS coutW orksheet
ForEagleS cout__________________________________

Date_____________ T im e___________________

L ocation________________________

S uggested P rogram O utline_______________________
(Greeting& S eatingby ushers)

CalltoO rderby S P L ______________________

O peningFlagCerem ony(ColorGuardscoutsfrom theT roop)
Besuretouseasm any scoutsfrom theT roopaspossible.(ieushers)

Invocation by (optional)________________________

O peningHym n(optional)________________________
R e-dedicationofEaglecandidatetoS coutO ath& L aw (L eadby S coutm asterandaccom paniedby T roop,S P L and/orall)

S peakers(m inim um ofthree)

FortheBoy S coutsofA m erica________________________

Forthe Church__________________________

FortheCom m unity orS chool______________________________

FortheT roop(usually theS coutm aster)__________________________

T heEagleS coutChallenge(S M or_______________________)
(includeallotherEaglespresent)(presenter:DE's,Distinguished EagleS coutS peaker,EagleS coutCouncilM em ber)

T heEagleS coutCharge(S M or_________________________)
A w ardP resentation(EagleS coutP arents)

A cceptance& R ecognition(EagleS cout& S M )

ClosingHym n(optional)

ClosingFlagCerem ony(ColorGuard)

(W /S coutBenedictionleadby________________________



L ittleR em inders

• W hentheplanningiscom plete,itisessentialthatallkey people
understandtheirrolesinthearrangem entsandinthecerem ony itself.

• P eriodicrecheckingtom akesurethatpreparationinallassignm ent
areasareprogressingonscheduleisagoodidea.

• T hepresenterandany otherguestsw how illhaveaspeakingpartinthe
aw ardpresentationshouldbecontacteddirectly.

• T hosew hoareparticipatingshouldknow precisely how theentireCourt
ofHonoristotakeplace.

• Everyoneshouldunderstandw hereandw hy they fitin.



N ationalEagleS coutA ssociation
N ES A

• T heN ationalEagleS coutA ssociationservesandsupports
thosew hohaveattainedS couting'shighestrank.

• T hey publishanew sletterthatkeepsEagleS coutsinform ed
aboutspecialopportunitiesforscholarshipsandspecial
recognitions.

• M em bershipsareforfiveyears,andm any troopspresenta
N ES A m em bershiptotheirboysattheircourtofhonor.

N ES A w eblinks:
• www.nesa.org
• www.scoutway.net/scoutforms/form-nesaapp.pdf

http://www.nesa.org/
http://www.scoutway.net/scoutforms/form-nesaapp.pdf


CourtofHonorR esources

http://www.eaglescout.org/finale/coh/coh.html contains a collection of information for planning your court of
honor, including invitations, physical arrangements, recognitions, and themes.

http://www.eaglescout.org/scouter/EagleBook.pdf is an excellent resource for ideas on planning a Eagle Scout
court of honor.

http://www.eaglebook.com/ecoh.htm The Eagle Court of Honor Book isthedefinitiveguidetostagingsuccessfulcourtsof
honor:from physicalarrangem entstoprom otiontothecerem ony itself.

http://www.rogerknapp.com/knap/stfiles.htm is one Scoutmaster's download site with many resources, including
several Eagle ceremony related documents.

http://www.macscouter.com/Eagle/index.html has references to several good sources for information.

http://www.eagleceremony.com is a site developed by a mother of an Eagle Scout who wrote a pamphlet about
planning an Eagle ceremony. She sells the pamphlet and several other materials. This reference is not an
endorsement of any of these products

http://www.eaglescout.org/finale/coh/coh.html
http://www.eaglescout.org/finale/coh/coh.html
http://www.eaglescout.org/finale/coh/coh.html
http://www.eaglescout.org/scouter/EagleBook.pdf
http://www.eaglebook.com/ecoh.htm
http://www.rogerknapp.com/knap/stfiles.htm
http://www.macscouter.com/Eagle/index.html
http://www.eagleceremony.com/








Eagle Court Of Honor Presentation

For more information or copies of
this presentation contact:

Rick Michels – District
Advancement Committee –
Thunderbird District – Gulf
Ridge Council -
(rickm@manismarketing.com)
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