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A
  lways Take the High Road.  I saw a pocket-size reference from a major St. Louis Employer on this subject recently.  This booklet is the Code of Ethics and Standards of Business Conduct.  As adults we all realize what it means when we hear the phrase “Take the High Road.”  But how many Cub Scouts know what this phrase means..?  As leaders, we can use this phrase in our meeting to teach the boys.  This lesson will take very little time, yet be of lasting impact on the Cubs.  Ask your boys “What does taking the high road mean to you?”   Also you can have them draw a picture of what it means to them.  At such a young age a lot of the Cubs might draw or describe a trip in the mountains or driving on an overpass.  Then you can tell the boys that Cubs  always Take the High Road.  This is when you always do the right thing, and never do harm to others.  We are law-abiding in all our activities and truthful and accurate in what we say and do.  It is also showing respect and consideration for people and the environment.  This month  I looked into http://www.yahooligans.com/ for information about birds and hopefully, being a Cub Scout Bird Watcher.  I found some promising info and will present that later.


Starting with this issue, I will be e-mailing this newsletter to Scouting on-line.  An on-line friend from Pennsylvania has already submitted about 80% of February’s issue and I thought it would be kind of fun to put the Bugle on the web.

If you have any questions or suggestion about  the Bugle, call me, Chris Reisel, at 838-4285 or e-mail me at CMR1954@aol.com.


OPENING


Characters:  Cub Scouts wearing costumes to represent the birds listed below.  Narrator.

Narrator:  Tonight we would like to take you on a visit to an aviary where we can meet some of our fine feathered friends.  (He introduces each bird by name as it walks on stage.)

Woodpecker:  (Makes noise like Woody Woodpecker.)  If you sit in my tree I can shake you up!  (Nods head like he’s pecking and exits.)

Crow:  (Comes in with bright trinket in beak.)  I’m a bit of a rascal, you know.  Just a scavenger at heart.

Hummingbird:  (Darts back and forth very quickly as he flies in, fluttering wings very rapidly and speaking quickly but distinctly.)  I’m always coming and going. . . coming and going.  Must hurry to find some sweet, sweet nectar.

Owl:  (Comes out very calmly and slowly, blinking wide eyes slowly and looking straight ahead with expressionless face.)  The less I speak, the more I hear.  The more I hear, the more I know.

Narrator:  (As nondescript bird walks on.)  What kind of bird have we here.

Nondescript bird:  (Has alarm clock around his neck and long dangling worm of exaggerated size in one hand.  He flaps wings a couple of times and gives an excited squawk as he walks on.)  (Excitedly!)  I’m the early bird . . . and I’ve got the worm!!!

Nature

Signs for each letter will be needed and lines can be written on back of each sign.  Cubs hsould liave the signs at their side until it is their turn to read their line.

N  stands for your name—be proud of it.  As 
you advance from Bobcat to Webelos, you 
will add new laurels to your name.  
Everything you do affects your good name 
and on your family.

A  is for attitude.  As sunlight is essential to 
growth so attitude affects your spirit.  Cub 
Scouts with the right attitude are happy, and 
fair.

T  stands for task.  As the beaver works hard at 
a task, so does each Cub Scout.

U  stands for usefulness.  Just as animals and 
birds are judged by their usefulness, so your 
place in life depends upon your usefulness.

R  means you’re ready, as the squirrel gathers 
food for future use, so you have worked on 
achievements, getting ready for the day when 
you will become a Boy Scout.

E  stands for energy.  As the bee is never idle, so 
keep busy giving goodwill.

activities and crafts


Bird on a Branch Neckerchief Slide

Colors are determined by the kind of bird to be made.  Use a 1” pompom for the head and a 1 ½” pompom for the body.  Glue on either side of a metal pull ring.  Cut tail and 2 wings from felt and glue to body.  Glue a small branch below bird.  Glue felt or wiggle eyes and felt beak to head.

Owl Neckerchief Slide


Use a “tree cookie”—about ¼ to ½” thick slice of about 2” in diameter branch.  Glue on 2 acorn caps facing outward for eyes.  Use marker for center of eyes.  Glue on one bump of orange bump chenille folded in half for beak.  Glue a ring on the back.

Cardinal Coconut Treats

1 small can condensed milk

8 oz. Shredded coconut

few drops yellow and green food coloring

Mix the condensed milk and coconut.  Divide into three equal parts, leave one white and color the others yellow and green.  Shape with a teaspoon into small mounds on a greased cookie sheet and cook at 250( for about 30 minutes at the bottom of the oven.  Do not brown or the coloring will be spoiled.

Birds Nests

1 - 6oz pkg. Chocolate chips

1 - 6 oz. pkg. Butterscotch chips

1 - 3 oz. pkg. Chow Mein Noodles

Put wax paper on cooking sheet and combine the chips in 2 quart pan.  Stir over low heat to melt.  Or put in 2-3 quart bowl in microwave oven and melt on high 2-3 minutes.  Stir to melt evenly every 30 seconds.

Gently blend in noodles.  Stir to coat all noodles.  Spoon onto wax paper, let cool.  Makes aprox. 20 nest.  Keep in air tight container.  You can put a few jelly beans in each nest.

Mother Nature Says . . . 

Birds are all around us, in town and country alike, and thyjey are among the easiest and most rewarding creatures to watch.

Remember, the Golden Rule of Bird Watching:  The birds come first.  Never harm or disturb them.

Make bird watching a year round activity, each season has its own special surprises for the careful observer.

Be a Bird Watcher

Bird watching is fun!  It gives you a chance to be outdoors and to get close to nature.  It also provides you with an opportunity to learn more about how birds look, where they live, what they eat, and how they sound.  The best times of day to watch birds are either in the early morning  just before sunrise or in the early evening, just after sunset.

When you go birding, take along a pair of binoculars, a pocket-sized notebook, and a pencil.  Binoculars should have a strap so they will not fall to the ground even if they slip out of your hand and so your hands will be free to take notes.  In the notebook, make sketches of the birds you see.  Note their sizes, colors, and their markings.  You may also wish to describe their songs, their flight and feeding patterns, and any other interesting facts.

Tips
1. Stand still of move slowly and quietly.  Loud noises and rapid movements will frighten away the birds you are trying to watch.

2. To observe, find a comfortable position in which you can stand or sit very still for a long time, and be patient.

3. While observing, notice the size, shape, color, and songs of the birds you see.

4. Buy or borrow a field guide or other book to help you identify the birds you see and learn more about them.

Wounded Birds, Don’t make pets of them.

Occasionally a bird flies into a picture window, is knocked out, and falls to the ground.  Though the crash may have made a loud sound, most likely the bird is not really hurt, just stunned.  Pick the bird up gently and set it in a box filled with something soft.  Cover the box with a lid that you have made airholes in.  Leave the box in a quiet place for a half an hour, or until you hear the bird moving around.  Let the bird go.  Don’t try to make a pet of it.  It should be returned to its own world.  Wash your hands afterward.  Some wild birds can give diseases to people.  If you ever find a baby bird that has fallen out of its nest, leave it alone.  It’s parent  is probably nearby and will be able t help it better than you.

ADVANCEMENT CEREMONY


Preparation:  Prepare empty eggshell in the same manner in which you would in preparing a confetti egg.  Place the advancement badge inside and seal with paper tissue.  (Note code the ranks by different colors tissue paper.)  Call all the boys and their parents who are going to receive advancement awards forward.

Cubmaster:  Boys, during this month each of you have learned many new things about the world of our feathered friends, the birds.  You have learned of different types of birds and you have studies their shapes, their colors and even heard different bird calls.  You have probably even seen bird eggs in the nest.

Tonight, we have a different bird nest.  This is the nest of Akela.  Akela, the great Indian Chief, once each year gathered all of the young of the tribe together and watched as the young baby birds sprang forth from the egg.  He did this so that those young Indian Scouts would appreciate the beauty of nature.

Tonight, we shall not sit and watch the eggs, hatch; but rather we shall open the eggs ourselves.  A symbol of your work—your advancement.  I shall call your name and hand your parents your egg, which you may open, and the card recognizing your advancement.   (Call names and the appropriate advancement.)  Congratulations to you all.

Advancement


Birds are warm blooded animals, with internal skeletons and bodies partly or wholly covered with feathers.  Their young are hatched from eggs.  Most birds are capable of flight.  Birds come in all shapes and sizes just like Cub Scouts.  Birds and boys can be fascinating to watch.  Tonight we have some boys who need watching.  They have worked hard to advance in rank.


(Call forward Bobcat and parents.)  “Tonight we are here to congratulate our new Bobcat on his accomplishment of rank.  He is new to our Cub Scout program as the egg is new to the world of birds.  Both our egg and Bobcat are emerging into a new and different world.”


(Call forward Wolf and parents.)  “Next we have several boys who have earned their Wolf rank.  They can be compared to baby birds in the nest which are still dependent on their parents for nourishment and protection.  Most of all they are still in need of guidance.  Our Wolf can find his guidance from his family and his Cub scout leaders as well as from his school and church.  Congratulations on your new rank.”


(Call forward Bear and parents.)  The rank of Bear is like that of our young bird who is testing his wings.  He is taking new  steps in directions of adventure and experimenting with his own strength and abilities.  Congratulations of a job well done.”


(Call forward Webelos and parents.)  “Our Webelos has worked hard for his new rank.  He is our adolescent bird who is just waiting to leave the nest.  He is ready to conquer and explore the world which he is to live in.  Our Webelos will be prepared for his new exploring only through the guidance he receives from his parents and leaders in the stages of his development.  Congratulations, go forward and explore.”
SONG


The Flying Birds

(Tune:  The Daring Young Men on the Flying Trapeze)

They fly through the air with the greatest of ease.

Those big flocks of pigeons and gulls from the seas.

No dog on the ground or big snakes in the trees,

Can fly high as the ducks and the geese.

I once had a duck, and that duck’s name was Phil,

One morning he woke with a terrible chill 

The dew was too heavy, he drowned on the hill,

Yes, he died from an over-dew bill.

Oh, cows have no feathers and zebras can’t fly,

And aardvarks and beavers can’t zoom through the sky.

And I can’t take off no matter how hard I try,

I just flap with my arms til I cry.

Once just for a joke, me and Tim, my big brother,

Caught fifteen wild geese who were drowned by the weather.

We poured on some glue, and found birds of feather,

In truth really do stick together.


Come on In

A Cub Scout’s life is lots of fun

With lots of work that must get done.

The Cub Scout Promise, he must learn

And some badges he can earn.

He meets each week with his den 

Where they can learn to be good men.

And then each month as a pack

They try to give a little back 

Of what they’ve learned and what they know.

To their parents they like to show

That Cub Scouts help them all to grow

To be someone we’d like to know,

So if you’re eight or nine or ten

And you don’t belong to a den

We invite you to come on in

Cause Cub Scouts build great future men!

Laura L. Payne

Pack 473

Bridgeton, Indiana
SKIT


What will Teachers do Next?

Setting:  Classroom, 3 pictures of birds with no legs, 3 pictures of 3 pairs of bird legs.  All boys sitting in the room as if in school.

1st Cub:  I studies hours and hours last night for this science test.

2nd Cub:  So did I.  I even had my mom quizzing me.

3rd Cub:  My big sister helped me.

4th Cub:  I think this test will be a breeze.

Teacher:  Quiet!  Let’s get ready to start.  (Teacher goes to the board and tapes the pictures of birds and the pairs of legs up.)

5th Cub:  Oops.  We better be quiet.  Here we go.

Teacher:  Children, your test today will be to identify which bird goes to each pair of legs.

1st Cub:  (Very frustrated stands up and starts to walk out.)

Teacher:  What’s your name, son?

1st Cub:  (Pulls up his pants legs up)  You figure it out!

Cub Scout Bird Watcher

Characters:  Reggie wearing Bermudas, high socks, safari hat, glasses (down on nose) mustache, and carrying a gun in front of him.  Cubmaster who is short, wears monocle, no gun, just small knapsack and has cane.

Scene:  Walking in place through darkest Africa, speaking pronounced English accent.

Cubmaster:  (Excited, jumping and pointing with cane.)  Reggie, look . . . Did you see it, Reggie?”

Reggie:  “See what? . . . no, where, where?”

Cubmaster:  “Oh, Reggie.  It was a beautiful condor.  Eight feet wing span with beautiful colors.”

Reggie:  “No, I didn’t see it.”

Cubmaster:  “Wish you pay closer attention.”  They continue walking.)  Did you see it?”

Reggie:  “No.  What?”

Cubmaster:  A spotted Zebra . . . Wish you’d pay closer attention.  (Later)  Did you see it, Reggie?  Did you see it?”

Reggie:  “No I missed it . . .. What was it?”

Cubmaster:  “An Ooh-Aah Bird?’

Reggie:  Ooh-Aah Bird!  What’s an Ooh-Aah Bird?”

Cubmaster:  “An Ooh-Aah Bird is a two pound bird that lays a three pound egg, like this: Ooooooooooh-Aaaaaaaaaaah!”  Face lights up and continues walking.

Reggie:  (Whispers to audience.)  “Next time I’ll say yes, pretend like I saw it.  I’ll fool him.”

Cubmaster:  Reggie, Reggie did you see it?  (excited)

Reggie:  I saw it!  I saw it!

Cubmaster:  Then why in heaven’s name did you step in it?

Bird Watchers Ball

Characters:  Den Leader and seven Cub Scouts sitting at a table

Leader:  Boys at the next pack meeting we are going to have a party called the bird watchers ball,  Let’s decide what type of bird each of you want to be so we can begin planning your costumes.

Cub #1:  I want to be a duck.  I like to practice with my dad’s duck caller.  I am getting to be a good quacker.

Cub #2:  I am going to be a penguin.  I like the way they walk.  They even have a comic book about Batman and Robin and a TV show with a guy called the Penguin.

Cub #3:  I am going to be an Eagle.  That’s our national bird.  He is even on all our quarters.

Cub #4:  I want to be a roadrunner, “beep, beep” so I can win all the races.

Cub #5:  I want to be a peacock.  My grandma has one and that bird really struts his stuff.

Cub #6:  I’m going to be a rooster.  He is king of the farm.  He gets everything started every morning.

Cub #7:  I’m going to be me.  My mom says I drive her cuckoo anyway.  (all exit)

GAMES


Watch the Birdie

The object of this game is to allow the boys the opportunity to pretend they are birds, trying to hide from the bird watcher.  The boys walk a given distance down a trail, while the leader explains the rules.  Each player is given time to hide along the trail.  They may go no more than 15 feet from either side of the trail, and may use anything in the natural environment to provide camouflage.

The leader waits about five minutes until all players are hidden.  The leader walks the  trail ONLY ONCE, and tries to find as many boys as possible.  After the walk, the leader calls out and watches to see where all the successful birds hid.  This game can be repeated many times, with different boys taking the role of the searcher.

Fox and Chickens

Line up the group in single file.  Each Cub Scout holds the waist of the player in front of him.  The boy at the head of the line is the Mother Hen and the rest are the Chicks.  Another Cub Scout - the Fox - stands in front of the line.  On signal, the Fox starts around the line, trying to catch the last Cub.  The Mother Hen flaps her wings and follows the Fox to prevent him from catching the Chicks.  The others keep in line with the leader and turn away from the Fjjox.  If the last Chick is caught, he falls behind the Fox and the game continues until all Chicks are caught.

Jamackwack

Divide the group into two teams.  One team will impersonate the famous Jamackwack birds.  Since the Jamackwacks can only walk in reverse, each player must bend over, hold onto ankles, close eyes, and walk backward.  The other team creates a corral by standing hand in hand in a circle around the birds so they can’t escape.  But there is an open gate, a place where two players do not hold hands.

The Jamackwacks must try to find the opening in order to get out.  When a Jamackwack discovers the opening, he starts to yell “Wack! Wack! Wack! to the other Jamackwacks.  The other Jamackwacks, hearing the calls, know where the opening is, and begin to find their way to the gate by following the yells.  Meanwhile, the boys in the circle around the birds can do nothing to stop their escape except drown out the calls of the free Jamackwack by singing as loudly as possible.  The more birds that escape, the louder everyone has to sing.  When every Jamackwack has finally found the way out of the pen, the birds and the circle switch roles.  There are no winner or losers in this game, but it is very amusing to observe how the rarely seen Jamackwacks behave.
CLOSING CEREMONY


Personnel:  Leader and one Cub Scout per bird.

Leader:  Cub Scout Bird Watchers, that’s been our theme.  Birds are not always what they seem.  Our Cub Scouts have watched the birds and some bird calls they have heard.  Listen now and we will tell of native birds and foreign, as well.

Dove:  Here is a soft gray dove, symbol of peace, a gift from above.

Eagle:  The eagle, fierce and proud, lifts the cry of freedom, strong and loud.

Turkey:  The turkey, bird of Thanksgiving, in our land of wealthy living.

Ostrich:  The ostrich lives in a far off land and foolishly hides its head in the sand.

Owl:  On silent wings, it hunts its prey, the owl is seen at night, not day.

Robin:  The red-breasted robin will always sing to herald the blossoming of spring.

Stork:  Legend says babies are the stork’s heavy load, but Germans know it’s good luck they hold.

Hawk:  The hawk’s keen eyes are world renown, he soars over our land, but seldom town.

Leader:  And so tonight, we have shared, the knowledge of birds we gained.  We’ll feed some birds and show we care.  To do the same it’s you, we dare.
WEBELOS LEADERS

ATHELETE ACTIVITY BADGE



IDEAS FOR DEN MEETING

· Visit a spa or fitness center and take a tour of the facilities.  Talk to a trainer or weight builder about his regimen and how you could train to go into this field.  Find out what exercises are most beneficial to you according to each person you talk to.  Graph the different exercises to see which ones are most popular or are used most.

· Hold a competition of the exercises you practice from the Webelos book with your parents.  Have the boys time their own parent and instruct them in proper procedure.  Have a certificate for each parent/son team that records their best time and efforts for the day.

· Talk to a doctor or nurse (someone in the medical field) about the importance of good health.  Think about something that really interest you in this field and ask  really challenging questions; like;  If I exercise every day with just my arms, will my whole body improve in strength, or just my arms?  Why?

· Arrange to watch the gymnasts at a high school or even the Olympics (are they on tape) and try to determine which exercises the athlete uses to develop for the events he participates in.

· Arrange an “Olympics” for physical fitness for your den or Pack meeting.  You can give gold, bronze and silver medals for events.  Be sure to have some events that even the least athletic boy can win.

· An Olympics for goofy events would be fun, too:  a wheel barrow race; book on head; fast walk- two person pace (one person walks directly behind another - back to back.

Sportsman Activity Badge



Ideas for den meetings
· Visit a sports shop and talk with thed owner about selecting equipment.

· Play some backyard games such as horseshoes. Croquet, Volleyball or badmitton

· Have a parent/son game.

· Visit a racquet club or tennis court.

Have a sports hero den meeting.  Have each boy prepare a presentation on his hero and why he is a person to look up to.  Stress sportsmanship and the reasons this sports hero is a good person, not just a player.



Commissioner’s Corner 

by Jerry Lloyd

____________________________________________

District Resources

Baloo’s Bugle Editor
Chris Reisel
838-4285

District Chairman
Rick Van Bokkelen
532-7126

District Commissioner
Jerry Lloyd
837-0872

District Executives
Jeff Pickett
361-0600

Dist. Training Chr.
Dan Robinson
839-0317

Cub Roundtable Chr.
Rosie King
355-2249

Cub Leader Training
Delores Garrett
838-1557

APRIL- ROUNDTABLE

Theme for April:  Reinventing the Wheel.

Webelos Activity Badges:  Outdoorsman, and 

Family Member
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