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T
he theme for April’s Roundtable is “Reinventing the Wheel”.  A lot of the information out there covers Pinewood Derbies, so as the saying goes, “Been there, done that”.  Hopefully with this issue I will cover a variety of ideas for your packs and dens but still stay within the spirit of the theme.  I did cover Pinewood Activities earlier this year so I will definitely not put in anymore.

If you have any questions or suggestions about the Bugle, call me, Chris Reisel, at 838-4285 or e-mail me at CMR1954@aol.com.


OPENING CEREMONY


Models for the Future

The Cubmaster shows a model of a futuristic car and says:

Cub Scouts, here is a great looking car.  It is the builder’s vision of what cars may look like in the future.  We can’t be sure that he’s right.  But we can be sure that the world is going to need good men in the future.  And we can be sure that we will all be good men if we remember to follow the Cub Scout Promise.  Let’s remember that as we stand and repeat the Promise.

(Leads audience in the Cub Scout Promise.)

Pack Opening

Props:
Each Cub has appropriate dress or gear to illustrate his line.

Cubmaster:  There are a lot of ways to have fun with wheels.  Let’s see a few in action:

1. I have fun riding my bicycle.

2. I like to go rollerblading.

3. Trains are my thing.

4. A go-cart is the vehicle for me.

5. Riding across the country in a truck is my type of fun.

Cubmaster:  As you can see there are many ways for Cub Scouts to have fun with things that have wheels.  Trains and trucks are more than just fun, though.  They are all important in the development of our country.  Let’s stand and honor their inventors as we say the Pledge of Allegiance.

SKITS


The Absentminded Drivers

Setting:  Boys are dressed in appropriate costumes.  Large cardboard cutouts are on stage in full view of audience.  As the boys speak their lines, the audience calls out the correct vehicle.

Narrator:
We’re slightly absent-minded;


I’ve even forgotten my name.


Please help us find our vehicles


In our transportation game.

Pilot:
I have a pair of goggles

(Airplane)
And a helmet on my head.


Which one of these belongs to me.   
(Points to vehicles)


What was that you said?

Cowboy:
My hat’s about ten gallons
(Horse)
I’ve spurs on my boots.


I wear a kerchif ‘round my neck.


My yells I give in whoops.

Fireman:
I sometimes wear a helmet

(Firetruck)
A rubber coat and boots.


My vehicle is usually red.


My siren comes in toots.

Astronaut:
My orbit is outside the earth

(Rocket)
Where silence is profound.


And when my trip is over


I touch down on the ground.

Sailor:
Over the blue and bounding main,

(Boat)
Away, away we float.


I wonder what I’m steering


Could it be a 


?

Engineer:
I carry loads and people,

(Train)
My engine’s big and black.


I go to far off places.


I run upon a track.
Indian:
My highways are the lakes and streams

(Canoe)
Over all the country wide


Sometimes I use a hollowed log,


Sometimes an animal hide.

Bus Driver:
I carry people to their work


And home again at night.


I drive to any part of town.


I’m yellow, shiny and bright.

Crime Doesn’t Pay

(Driver pretends to be driving the bus and pulls up to the first stop.  Opens the door.)

Cub #1:  Hi.  How much is a bus ride?

Driver:  75 Cents.

Cub #1:  Okay.  Here you are.  (Pretends to drop money in the box.  Takes a seat.)

(Driver continues to next stop and opens door.)

Cub #2:  Hi.  I’m Tom Crime.

Driver:  Okay, take a seat.

(Driver continues to next stop and opens door.)

Cub #3:  Hi.  I’m Mike Crime.

Driver:  Okay, take a seat.

Cub #1:  (Walks up the aisle to the driver)  Hey, how come when I got on the bus I had to pay 75 cents and all these other guys get on and they don’t have to pay?

Driver:  Oh, those guys.  That’s easy.  Everyone knows the Crime doesn’t pay.

Wheels That Go

This is a question and answer skit.  Two sets of answers are given and should be used according to whether you wish the skit to be serious or silly.  A Cub can read each riddle and another Cub may answer or the audience may be asked to guess the answer.

1. I run on boy power.  I run on the streets, never on the sidewalks.  I have two wheels, spokes, and pedals.  What am I?

A. A bicycle.

B. Two unicycles

2. I have four wheels.  I usually have an air-cooled engine.  You can spot me on site.  What am I?

A. A dune buggy

B. A Volkswagen that ran off the road in the desert.

3. I have two wheels.  I have a roll bar.  My pedals are as high as the seat.  I have a lot of chrome.  What am I?

A. A chopper or motorcycle

B. Two souped-up unicycles.

4. I have a horn.  I have two bright eyes.  I have four wheels.  I run on the street.  What am I?

A. A car.

B. A unicorn on wheels on a highway.

5. My horn goes toot-toot.  My engine goes choo-choo. I don’t always have the same number of parts.  What am I?

A. A train.

B. A Cadillac with a problem.

ADVANCEMENT CEREMONY


Trains

Prior to the pack meeting, the advancement chairman makes up train tickets (sample below) for all who will receive badges.

Use large cardboard cutouts to represent the various train cars.  Cubmaster acts as the conductor.  Den Leaders carry the cars as the train proceeds around the room.  At each “stop”, the Cubmaster says, “Boarding all (rank).  Please have your ticket in hand.  “The ticket is exchanged for the award as the boy enters the appropriate train car.

When all awards have been given, the train proceeds “non-stop” to Boy Scouting.
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DEN APPLAUSE


Wheel Yell:  “Squeak – squeak – squeak”

Flat Tire Yell:  “Hissssssss….. (Like air escaping from a tire)

Motorcycle Applause: Start engine with foot, rev-up and take off with hands out like on handlebars, yelling  “VAROOOOOOOM”

CRAFTS


Detergent Bottle Drag Racer

Materials:


Plastic dish washing detergent bottle, nail, hammer, acrylic paints, paintbrush, 4 plastic bottle tops (all the same size), 2 pipe cleaners or dowel rods.

Instruction:

1. First make sure your detergent bottle is washer out and dry.  Put the top back on the bottle.
2. Where would you like the wheels to be?  It doesn’t matter which side of the bottle you use for the top or bottom.  Carefully punch four holes for wheels into the sides of the bottle with a nail, two on each side.  Be sure to make the pairs of holes exactly across from each other.
3. Now paint the racer with acrylics.  You can make it any color you like and decorate it with flames stars, racing stripes, etc.  Let it dry thoroughly.
4. Next use the nail to punch a hole in the center of each plastic bottle top.  These will be your wheels!  Push a pipe cleaner through each pair of holes, in one side of the bottle and out the other as shown in diagram 1.  Put a bottle top “wheel” on the ends of the pipe cleaners so the wheels will stay on.
Spool Tractor

You will be surprised at how much power this little “tractor” has.  See how steep a hill you can make it climb.  All you need to make it is an empty spool, toothpicks or matchsticks, a rubber band and a small piece of soap.

Carefully drill a hole in a small piece of the soap.  Make the hole about 1/8” or a little larger, so that the rubber band will pass through it easily even when it is twisted.  You must be very careful drilling the hole or you will split the soap.  Push one end of the rubber band through the soap and loop it over a toothpick.  Push the other end through the hole in the spool and over a small piece of a toothpick.  Wind up the tractor by turning the long toothpick until the rubber band is tight.  Place the tractor on the floor and watch it move along.  You and your friends can have races.
GAMES


Snail Ride

Divide den into two teams.  One bicycle from each team starts at the same time.  The object of the ‘race’ is to see which rider can travel the slowest in a straight line to cross the finish line.  The next player begins his ride when the first one crosses the line.

Transportation

Divide den into two teams.  Give each team a pencil and paper.  Set a time limit for the boys to make words out of TRANSPORTATION.  Score two points for two letter words, three for three letters, and so on.  Give a bonus of ten points for each word related to transportation, such as airport.
Car Relay

For a lively game divide your group into teams with eight players each and have each team select the name of an automobile.  Each player is given a part to play as follows:

1st Player -
Steering gear is broken - walk zigzag.

2nd Player -
Has a flat right tire- hops to the line 
and back on left foot.

3rd Player -
Water in gas, two steps forward, one 
back.

4th Player -

Can’t go forward, go backward.

5th Player -

Has a flat left tire - hops to the line and back on right foot.

6th Player -
Can’t go at all.

7th Player -
Pushes fifth player by placing both 
hands on player’s waist.

8th Player -
Runs perfectly fine.

This is a walking relay in the usual line-relay formation.  The team doing everything correctly and having the sixth player cross the finishing line first, wins the game.

This is also a game requiring a large number of players so it might be a perfect one for your pack meeting.

Tire Bowling 
Use discarded tires in place of a ball and milk cartons, tin cans, or bleach containers for pins.  Arrange “alley” on the ground with the bowling line 20 to 30 feet from the “pins”.  Each bowler rolls two tires.  Score as in bowling.

Family Quiz

1. A form a transportation that does not run on wheels is _______.

Skateboard
Snow-mobile

Blade skates
Tank

2. The inventor of the wheel is unknown, but the first record of a wheeled vehicle goes back 5,000 years to ancient _________.

Babylonia
Sumer

Egypt
Greece

3. The wheel is a form of a simple machine called the _________.

Pulley
Wedge

Screw
Lever

4. The earliest wheels were made of _________.

Joined wood slabs
Bronze

Chiseled stone
Iron

5. The first important improvement in construction was the __________ wheel.

Wire
Disk

Welded
Spoked

6. A major improvement in the wooden wheel was _______.

An iron rim
Flat area elimination

Harder wood
Axle lubrication

7. Starting with the 13th century, a person who made and repaired wheels was called a _______.

Wheeler-dealer
Wheelwright

Wheelsman
Wheelie

8. Around 1830, a new kind of wheeled vehicle began to appear, the ____________.

Steamboat
Stanley steamer

Shaftmobile
Steam locomotive

Answers: (1) Snowmobile  (2) Sumer  (3) Lever             (4) Joined wood slabs  (5) Spoked  (6)  An iron rim  (7) Wheelwright  (8) Steam locomotive.

Eggshell Soccer

Players: 4 to 8

Equipment: 3-4 eggshells (the larger the better), a folded paper fan for each player, 4 chairs.

Preparation:  Setup the room so that you have an empty playing area in the center of the room.  Setup the chairs so they create soccer-type goals at the opposite ends of the room.  The leader divides the group into two teams, sending a goalkeeper to each goal.  The other players crouch in the middle of the room, each team on its own side of a middle line.  One eggshell lies on the line between them.  Then, with the wind they make with their fans, they try to send the eggshell over the opponent’s goal.  The only way the goalkeeper can keep the eggshell out is by more ferocious fanning!  If any player actually touches the eggshell, it is a foul and the opponent gets a free whoosh!  Keep the extra shells in case a shell gets stepped on.

SNACK


Nuts and Bolts
½ C Margarine
1 ¼ tsp seasoned salt

2 C Corn Chex
2 C Rice Chex

2 C Cheerios
2 C Pretzels

4 ½ tsp Worcestershire sauce

1 C mixed nuts

Melt margarine in a large pan in the oven.  Add seasoned salt and stir.  Mix in remaining ingredients and stir until coated.  Bake for one hour at 250 degrees.  Stir every 15 minutes.

ADVANCEMENT



The end of May is the time for CUB SCOUTS to complete advancement work at their current level and move on to their next award level.  Make sure the pack reports all advancements, and boys receive all the recognition due them before you begin the summer months.

CLOSING CEREMONY


Travel Closing

Props:
Draw appropriate pictures or use models or photographs of the item.

1. (Train engine)  When engineering a project keep on the right track. This way you never will be caught slack.

2. (Covered wagon)  The covered wagon served folks well in its day.  But don’t get in a rut, you won’t get far that way.

3. (Automobile)  If spinning your wheels causes a terrible rumble, you may not be moving – just sitting there grumbling.

All together:

Just like the cars in a train

We’re joined together as one.

We do our best to help the Pack go

While having Cub Scout fun.

And when it’s time to part and each take a separate trail,

We’ll do our best for God and country.

In that we will not fail.

Cub Railroad





Passenger: (Name of boy)


Car: (Name of award)


Point of Departure: (Den #)


Destination: (Next rank)


Fare: Good will to all!
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